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Dedication
Ron Hadley

all sincerely loved Ron.

Ride into the sunset and don’t be afraid my friend...

–

Photos courtesy of Lucas and Virginia Speer
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Cond i t ion of the Pat F.  Garrett  House Outs ide Roswel l
–Michael E. Pitel

T        

the house’s cellar/crawl space beneath the 

elements too.  
The culprit, they soon realized, was the 

save it.

and his posse captured Billy the Kid in Dec., 

monies.

wasn’t purchased, stabilized, repaired, 
and restored, it would be lost to history.  

and save it.  

establish the Roswell Downtown and 

Roswell, the wealthiest city in southeast 

help save this historic home.  

watched as the Kid was incarcerated in the 

collaborated with Roswell’s postmaster 

The 
, in 1881-

ranches nearby and downstream.

Carlsbad rancher Charles B. Eddy and 

& Investment Company in July, 1885.  

reincorporated as the Pecos Valley Land 
& Ditch Company in Sept., 1888.  The 
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The Pat F. Garrett House, Chaves County - 2012—Photo courtesy of Robert Ross
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A

boy scrambled up, stole a horse, and 

***

Billy’s time in Arizona was a short 
chapter in what would be a short 

said Gus Gildea, a cowboy who had 
ridden in with a John Chisum herd 

the saloon.  Yes, the Kid was rather 

recalled:

the Kid and threw him down three 
times which made the Kid mad.’  
Gildea also watched as Windy ‘threw 

Let me up!’ cried the Kid.  ‘I want to 

roar.  Windy slumped to the side and 

County War, but it was an event in 

over his head.  

and you’ll come across a historical 

Billy the Kid?  

135 Years Later…

instructions (complete with the caveat 

Preser ve and Protect
–

If you squint and use your imagination the inscription on this stone could possibly say “CAHILL”—
Author’s Collection
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possible with the clues I had available.

Sure I can.  Should I?  Probably not.  

Burns’  had hit 

to put up a plaque or more substantial 

I supposed that’s why no one put up 

scratched in them so one can presume 

written on his headstone.  At one point 
he had a headstone.  And now either 

some point in the past 130 years the 

headstone started to crumble, or the 

early days or detailed burial records 

the responsibility to save these sites.  

Action vs. Apathy

cemeteries and other historic sites 
that are well over one-hundred years 

doesn’t care about history they won’t 

you have to deal with bureaucracy and 

still possible to preserve these sites.

when a developer intended to build 
a subdivision in the area.   A road 

concerned citizens hadn’t stepped 

Las Cruces and convinced the City to 
protect the site.  They have plans to 

the Kid’s last Christmas dinner, but 

Built circa 1884, the house was 

accessible.  Sadly, this 128-year-old 

The Pat Garrett kill site marker placed by his son, Jarvis Garrett—Author’s Collection
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and overrun with bats.  There’s so 

people don’t seem to care.
And what’s worse than apathy?  

vandalism became so bad they had to 

the concrete over Charlie Bowdre’s 

and cowardly act but it’s a problem 

history.

love the history to save the history.  
It’s up to us to petition the city to 

time and money necessary to save a 

the history can’t be bothered to help, 
what hope is there?  What will the next 

Sources:

Jerry Weddle, 

The Abreu House is still standing but it won’t be around forever without attention—Author’s 
Collection

A heart-breaking sight: Billy’s vandalized headstone—Photo courtesy of Tim Sweet, Owner of the 
Billy the Kid Museum

The Grzelachowski House—Author’s Collection
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T The American 

.  They had this to say:  
“Fact

This tract 
was distributed to thousands of American 

The true facts of the 

trewthe
treowth

nuances accurately and 
honestly.  The problem 

present, and the present 

, Stephen Tatum examines how 

understand what purposes the Kid’s 

within the Kid’s story were the disparate 

1925 (when Burns’ 

facts:  The newly-

and crude.  The outlaw’s obituaries 

the comely appearance that became 

prevailed.

scrawny Bill Bonney achieved.  It wasn’t 

, the psychic landscape 

Teapot Dome Scandal, amid many others, 

was not to be trusted.  In the nineteenth 
century, people had truly believed in the 

atmosphere, the Kid came to symbolize 

pastoral world.  

Great Depression, this story  

pre-industrial American ideals.  Since in 

in such teleplays as Gore 
Vidal’s 

death predicts the scant 

person’s survival.  This mirrors 

Currently the Kid is seen as a 

American power structure  responds to 

American system toward its own people.  
Any possible hyperbole aside, this is why 

Fact vs .  Truth in H istor ica l  Fict ion
–

The h istor ian is  a f inder and a recorder.  The 

h istor ica l  nove l is t  is  a creator and an interpreter.
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must wonder who the true Kid was.

deny that the Kid can be captured 
or understood by either history or 

They say the Kid’s story is beyond history 

Their Kid as a visionary seer should not 
be dismissed because their visions are 

present.

reveal reality or truth but merely your 

narrator.  

oral history is lost when an eyewitness 

escaped the historical record.  

They usually believe what is presented 

previous visitors to the same landscape.  

a recorder. The historical novelist is a 
creator and an interpreter.

become, in Joseph Conrad’s words, “the 

total immersion in all the innuendoes, 

chosen era.

applaud.

our individual values.  Establishment 
historians, who typically diminish any 

historical novel on the Lincoln County 
War:  
Chivato

a short story published in the Silver City 

erroneously connected it to the Kid.
I replied, “Even so, there’s a reason 

boy was born bad … “but history doesn’t 
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Resting in Peace - Friends 
1.  Tom O’Folliard, Charlie Bowdre, William H. Bonney 2.  Catherine Antrim, Billy’s mother - Memorial Lane 

4.  Yginio Salazar, 5.  John H. Tunstall and Alexander 
7.  James J. Dolan 8.  Joseph “Doc” 

10.  George Peppin 11.  William Brady and George Hindman 12.  James W. 
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and Foes of Billy the Kid
3.  Michael McCarty

McSween 6.  Dick Brewer and Andrew “Buckshot” Roberts, 
Blazer 9.  Patrick and 
Bell 13.  John W. Poe
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I loved that, and I used the whole chapter 

story, and it is equally relevant to the 

without qualms.  

admire that scrappy will to survive, at 

historical novelist base her story?  All 

harvested.  But one doesn’t scoop up 

in the end has to compose a whole that 

to a truth impossible to reach by a mere 

Sources:

2000.
 Stephen Tatum. 

Review, 2009.

1968.

THE EXPLOITS OF 

BILLY THE KID

Albany, New York, Evening Journal – May 6, 1881

A telegram from Santa Fe, New Mexico, says:  “Full 

particulars of the escape of William Bonney alias ‘Billy the 

Kid,’ on April 30 last, from the jail of Lincoln county, have 

reached here.  The Kid was in charge of Bob Allnger and 

J.W. Bell, deputy sheriffs, cool and brave men.  It seems, 

however, that by docile behavior the prisoner put them off 

their guard.

On the evening of the day in question, Allinger had gone 

to supper, leaving Bell to watch the prisoner.  Bell was sitting 

on the floor talking, when Kid, who was heavily shackled 

and handcuffed, approached him pleasantly and suddenly 

jumped at him with the swiftness of a wildcat, hitting him 

on the head and fracturing his skull.  He then snatched 

Bell’s pistol and shot him in the breast.  Bell ran down the 

steps and fell at the foot a corpse.  The Kid kicked open the 

door, procured a hatchet and knocked off his shackles.  He 

also broke open the door to the armory and took possession 

of several guns and pistols.  Bob Allinger, hearing the shot 

left his supper and ran toward the jail.  When nearing a 

small gate leading through the jail fence the Kid who was 

up stairs, shot him with a gun loaded with buckshot, killing 

him instantly.  The town of Lincoln seemed terror-stricken, 

and nobody thought of opposing the Kid.  He stole a horse 

and rode off, armed with four revolvers and a Winchester 

rifle.  He has expressed a determination to kill Gov. Lew 

Wallace, who failed to pardon him, and who, by a curious 

coincidence, signed the Kid’s death warrant at Santa Fe on 

the same day that he escaped at Lincoln.

–

)
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, in downtown Roswell last March.

Sumner in July, 1881.

Cemetery in Las Cruces inscribed with the name GARRETT, 

The reason seemed eminently clear to everyone there last 

Summers, who has three other outdoor bronze statues on 
display in Chaves County, was equally pleased.

Roswel l  Erects Garrett  Statue
–Michael E. Pitel

South Lea Street and was built in 1934.  Elizabeth, who is best 

Photo courtesy of Robert Ross
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Lori Goodloe eulogizing our favorite outlaw. Members of the Outlaw Gang decorated and sat vigil with the Kid on July 
14, 2012, the 131st anniversary of his death.

The Billy the Kid Outlaw Gang visits the Alexander Grzelachowski House in Puerto de Luna for our annual field trip.
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Board Members: Steven Kretchmer, Robyn and Chris Jones, Lori Goodloe, Danny Vest, and Aileen 
and Johnny Eastwood.

Julian Leyba, our designated Padre for the evening.
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White Oaks 

The Silver City past I try to shun.

They’d rehabilitate me on the spot.

 

(
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Sheriff Harvey Whitehill - Memorial Lane Cemetery, Silver 

Indian Woman, Who Loved ‘Billy the 
Kid’, Dies, Regretting Him to Last

To Deluvina Maxwell, Slayer Was ‘A Good Boy’ and 
She Grieved Over His Barren Grave.

BY FRED E. SUTTON.

Kansas City Journal-Post — September 18, 1932

April 17, in a hospital at Albuquerque, N.M., occurred the death of 
Deluvina Maxwell, 81 years old, and in the passing of Miss Maxwell we 
lose one of the last survivors of America’s blood-bespattered border.  
She was the lifelong friend of “Billy the Kid”, the greatest outlaw and 
scourge that the Southwest ever knew.  Her home was a haven of rest 
at any and all times, for this noted bandit.  When Pat Garrett, the 
celebrated officer of New Mexico killed the outlaw in the early ‘80s at 
the home of Pete Maxwell at Fort Sumner, N.M., Deluvina was the first 
person to look upon the face of her friend, who was killed in a dark-
ened bedroom in the Pete Maxwell home by Pat Garrett.

His Only Photograph
In this home she lived until was sent to the hospital in late spring 

where she died.
The only known photograph Billy the Kid ever had taken was in 

the possession of Deluvina for many years.  It was made by a tramp 
photographer at Fort Sumner in 1880.  Billy posed for it standing in 
front of a saloon run by “Beaver” Smith.  He had a Winchester rifle 
in his hand and the writer (who knew Billy , doesn’t think it’s a good 
picture, for he looked very stern and hard.  Billy always wore a smile 
and looked not a bit like the desperado he really was.

When Billy was in jail at Fort Sumner after his capture at Arroyo 
Tivan, Deluvina called to see him and found the jail without heat and 
“her boy” suffering with cold.  She made a hasty trip to her home and 
returned with a shawl, which she gave him.  In return for this kindness 
he gave her the photograph spoken of above.  He could have given her 
nothing that would have pleased her more.  A drawing made from this 
photograph hangs in the governors [sic] house at Santa Fe.

Timid in Later Life
Deluvina in her later life became quite timid and suspicious and 

could not be hired to go after dark to the little graveyard where Billy 
was buried, although for years she kept a little bouquet of wild flowers 
on his grave.  She declared she saw the ghost of a murdered Negro 
soldier walking in the grounds nightly, but she insisted that the spirit 
of “her boy” slept in peace.

Billy the Kid is buried in a dreary and almost forgotten spot called 
“Hel’s [sic] Half Acre,” which looks in the burning summer sun like a 
spot of land that God had forgotten.  Nothing will grow there, not even 
a native weed or bunch of Sacatone grass.  It is a yard filled with men 
who were killed with their boots on.  Some folks at this late day will 
drive miles out of their way rather than pass it; they say it is haunted.

Peace be unto her faithful soul.

Sallie (Chisum) Robert

Susan McSween Barber

–

Alexander Grzelachowski 
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A

Southwest.

in chains on Christmas Day.  The hospitable Pole invited the 

Pol ish Immigrant L ives on Through Legend of the K id
–

Interior of the Grzelachowski House–looking into the room where Billy 
had his last Christmas dinner—Photo courtesy of Lori Goodloe

Alexander Grzelachowski - Photo courtesy of 
Daniel Flores
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Book Reviews

that there was a lot more to this man’s 

Christmas dinner.

served in the Tsarist armies in Russia.  

became ordained as a Catholic priest.

and was able to communicate with them 

was partnered with a man named 

to Puerto de Luna where he built the 
store in which Billy the Kid had his last 
Christmas dinner and where he enters 
our scope as Billy the Kid enthusiasts.

the priesthood he was not allowed to 

the premises.

copy and learn about the Renaissance 

it!

Paul L. Tsompanas

murdered by a Texan, an emissary 

–Steven Kretschmer, 

–

(

 And so it has been assumed all 

Paul Tsompanas, in Juan Patrón:  A 

endorsement by Marc Simmons, this 

to any library on the Lincoln County 
War.  Mr. Tsompanas, a smooth and 

Puerto de Luna saloon lays to rest prior 

the church he helped build.
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“Over sixty beautifully framed photos grace 
its pages...it would capture the interest of 
anyone remotely interested in the Kid’s life.” 
--Wild West History Association Book Review

Visit www.billythekidoutlawgang.com for 

BTKOG merchandise

License Plates, T-Shirts, Custom Maps, 

Out-of-Print Gazettes, and more!






